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CHAP. II.

How wisdom and learning advanced men in the
first ages to royalty and government, and how
many of the magicians were made kings on that
account; as Zoroaster, Cadmus, and many
others.

IT was not many ages that the world continued in a
state of dulness, equal to that at the first scattering
the nations. We do not find them building any
more Babels, or entertaining themselves with such
gross notions any more.

As they travelled abroad, they learned experience;
they saw further into nature, and into the reason of
things; instead of building ladders and Babels to
reach up to heaven, and keep them from drowning,
they soon learnt to build cities to keep out their
enemies, and ships to sail upon the water; they
baffled the fears of another deluge, not by their faith
that God would not drown the world again, so much
as by the relief of this whimsey, that seeing they
could swim in ships and boats, he could not do it;
or that knowing they could live upon the water,
they might seem not to care whether he did or no.

In this travelling circumstance they grew in
knowledge, as I say, and, at least some of them, being
of a brighter genius than others, advanced beyond
their neighbours in wisdom and understanding, both
speculative and practical; and these, as they gained
every day more knowledge, even by knowing, so
that knowledge gained them infinite applause and
esteem among the people.

Hence every aspiring genius among them, get-